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Aztec, New Mexico -- a crash story reexamined ' \tou

"

‘ By"William E. Jones and Rebecca D. Minshall

} tnternational UFO Reporter, Sept./Oct. 1891 ve 30
William E Jones and Rebecca D. Minshall are: the authorsiof  BiliNCGoopemmene
the Need for More Research (1881) ‘ g8

vr

Bditor s note: In 1850 St titled Behind' the Flying}
Saucers, entertai F reported that a spaceship hadiy
erashed on a £ Mexico, and the U.S.:Air Eorce
recovered it 16 small humanlike beings
dressed in tl rce for this remarkable tale was
a “Dr. Gee d r st. A subseguent R,
investigation by 0 ue magazine, found:ithat Scully foibe 1k
informants were e") and Silas Newton, veterah ok’ M
confidence arti: 0 ias part of an elaborate’ sw1néier-¢‘
to peddle bogus t isuspecting buyersy InvtRESNE 3)
1880s, as ufologists turned tl attention to a gquestion they had)longs norg*'
ignored because of the Scully fiasco, some suggested that perhapsitheth g g

M
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case deserved another look. The result was a B25-pagerbooky | UEGuCrashhatis
Aztee, written by William S. Srelnmax and Wendelle C, Stevens and publ
privately in 1887. Its title notwithstanding,, only a part of thelvaolu
deals directly with the event. That section is written by Stein mansiseis
Stevens padding the rest of the book with other tales o crashes and 8
conspiracies. According to Steinman, GeBauer and Newton were rallr d
an unscrupulouns journalist and a sinister government ageney !
.. to set an example for anybody else who might decide to
. .. . . and to divert public attention completely away frum
II"‘-—Biro.mhsﬁn:l saucers and little bodies." Chapter & of the bo
i3 einman s account of what he found when he went to A

*naliy In what follows, the authors take issues:
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who essentially verified
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Post and resulting pressure
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story and didn’'t *hln
caller.

Testimony from Aztec

On page 256 Steinman discusses "W.M.
who supposedly left the Aztec area guiekly,
Galifornla, only to return years later after retireme

he April 28, 1848, issue of the Durango Herald, a
inman to conclude W.M. had left Aztec in feaz

e gg‘ﬁis knowledge of the UFO crash. The
cow on the Gallup nghway as he d

d d

settling




more 11ke1y source was a much»publlcized
science-fiction film, The Flying Saucer.

Pﬂ!h‘ﬁﬂﬁe

UFO Symposium Proceedings, William L. Moore suggests’
Newton and GeBauer the idea of a saucer erash. GeBauer h
Aztec, according to Moore, and this may have played air
to set the event there. é tE
Tor”
In those days, Mrs. McEwen told us, there were'no roadsSieas bR
Canyon over which Large objects could have been transported-mshes
roads didn’'t cs in until a later oil-search boom. AsTEheNnanasess
motel out on U Route 550 at the time, she would have besnnawares
or another, of anyone who came into town to assist in the Cebr eyl 5
| vperation, she said. i ieY
v o igni
Ste that he learned sbout McEwen through' HarveyrMel tonsy
move 0. Aztee, in 1970 or 1972.° ¢Se ages 204-05 and pages 242-43:908
| Acc r ta Mrs. McEwen Melton, an intance of theirs, was inte&éﬁv
in saucers and daring tl Steinman visit had become somewhat
" al with tl She thinks that he wash too Wil
| to o i s that Melton '‘and his ifew
learned al he e ash site from a "mysterioust Ray
who i The Meltons and a man named B
Lee M where he took pictures an
st _ with the Meltons overni
1 and 'y next day. Their attemnpts
reacl ] P ce box address he gave them
ansu S rs tried £o reach Meier at' th S
addr q e Meier was not listed sinl

Mrs. McEwen told u 13
l saucers and have an open mind on the subject. When told absuts
| evidence for the 1 s 1

there was enough evidence. But she is sure'that ne saucer

in 1948;

plieier.

ier,

He could not recall the man’'s name, even when told
Leeper did not go to the site; and:he is‘hots
Vivian Melton went, He recalled. however, thi
though he did so reluctantly beeaus§~
the nan Hhen we. asked Leeper what kand ﬁfu
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at she and her husband are interestedi i

rash, she said that she eould a@
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she would have heard about it.
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3 doesn 't know if he was
Mo ] ; She found him
r 2 ughit Lhc 1g saucer came down on
&) ) QUEs is unfortunate because Meier's claim that
! y kevs to the entire Aztec crash story as
mZ

obvicusly influenced by Frank Scully’'s book
ash story after its alleged occurrence. In a ¢

?1 n

, 1e s parents, the original of which is in our
Meier 11 be heading for Denver shortly and hope to
r Gee which I read in [the] Spring of 1850."
the crssh site northeast of Aztec on Hart Canyon Road, about

.0 .f .S Rontes 550. He claims to have learned about the site

Mre. Melton during his trip to Aztec in 172. He locates the site on

«f courty survey map that he had obtained from the San Juan County

© Office. This map is reproduced on page 245 of UFO Crash at Aztec.
couth of the crash site is property noted as being owned by Harry W. ‘
sl w o =maller parcel owned by the El1 Paso Qil Company.:To the north af .
cite 1z a larger parcel noted as being owned by H. Knowlgon . ﬁnﬂ'ROWIand 45
“hoffee. A few other privately cwned a-mrcalu nrg ‘1‘?!.”.9" N - uh.."
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: ‘of what Steinman wrote about par
J "H\eler when he was in Aztec. At first she Wwas a\
ther was, but after talking with him three or four,t}n@g

n. e also confirmed that he came into Aztec by bus abo {5
'einman says it was in June 1975. So their statements agreg, X,

éi Hélton takes these exceptions to what Steinman wrote: Meier was
four or five days, not just overnight. According to her, Wright McEwen
jeyfather accompanied Meier to the site; her mother and Benson Leeper

< ot to Mrs. Wnrw'v did not bunflrm her husband s

Jer to the site only when

; i nokt. a
the site or if &
urpose. Melton added
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part S this Erip; she thinks : ]
‘Bill Stelﬂman came’ to town.) Pat Melton’
BB vyeta. She doesn’t know if the ’
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¥ehiicle had been rented . 1as

; PhHat her parents left me fte because of her

8 father ‘s health, not £ 1 ecial about the
erash story, as implied = 3
B Eteinman upset a lot of people when he was in Aztec, Melton said. Some
BENEHE people he interviewed, including her parents, claimed he Was an
aggressive interviewer, pu 1 int ] ouths to prove the poilnts
B aRted them to make. They complained that he made "a lot of speculative

, S mptions. based upon very few facts. The matter-of-fact people of Aztee
888 not 'take kindly to Steinman’ pproach and his conclusions.

MEier told Melton and her parents that he had been a science teacher, was @&
Pesetarian, and was,K interested in metaphysics. Melton doesn t know, if heswas
®etired from the Marine Corps, as claimed by Steinman. She found him
BEReBes " Meier did not reveal why he thought the flying saucer came downu@n
the plot of land in qu: 1. Tha infor e se Meier s claim that
§£ is the crash site i of the ys to ec crash stery as

, told by Steinman.

; He?er's interest in Aztec was cobviously infl =d by Frank Scully s book
shfehn dealt with the Aztec crash story after ,11eged occurrence. In.a
BRI 1875, letter to Pat’'s parents, the original of which,is. in oug
ﬁqssession, Meier states, "I°11 be ading for Denver shortly and hope to
#Sndethe Aztec article on Dr. Gee which I read in [the] Spring of 1850."
@hg site 2
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inman places the crash site northeast of Aztec on Hart Canyo ' '
ﬁi les east of U.5, Route 550. He claims to have learned ggogtagzg’siggut
) Hgs Melton during his trip to Aztec in 1¥2. He locates the site on
of a county survey map that he had obtained from the San Juan County
Il Otfice. This map is reproduced on page 245 of UFO Crash at Aztec.
: he c:ash gite is property noted as being owned by Hg;gy
el owned by the El Paso 0il Company. To the :

notqﬂ as being owned by H. Knowlton
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BN Dunning | He is identified in footnote numberi2 COGAPE
fash at Roswell by Kevin D. Randle and Donald R. Schmitt and on- -
8Efeinman ‘s book on page 34. We discovered these references on July 5,
» ,S{ncidentélly, daring the July 3 conversation with Pat Melton, she™ !
‘ éeféired te a Hi Dunning and said he might know something about the = K
grash, Harold Dunning. 93 vears o0ld, does not have a telephone, but. hiS E&n
,._gp‘ goes and was easily located through cold calls to the only two DURRINES
IEERERE phone book. Jack Dunning id that his father knows nothing about
. SN NS crash, though they are | ' ! f 1 rumors, having met Steinman
* = when he came to is investis n. Jack claimed that his father had
: OWwned a little e i in Hart Canyon, including the land
aaEwhith the El Paso 0il ! ] i i is located. The El Paso
End" 15" adjacent toc and sou f ' laime y Steinman to be the
Grash Site, so the land ‘ , nning ai referred to by Stesinman as
the crash site !

oW 8
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ay k at , ' Al he same. Jack thinks his
Father sold his land : ) k Ki . the H. Knowlton listed
i a= part bwner of the parce ! »f the crash site on the

i . ~ . S : g = . 3
. wap in the Steinman book ‘ ransfer of this land ftook plape
i in the early 1950« ‘

! His “"Father also leased land n r Yy 01 I . y 18 parcels, from the
| gaederal ‘sovernment back in those days. He rai :tle on this land. Jack
‘ eould not remember which plot ’

Henry EKnowlton on July that he is
the person who d land i; Hart Canyon from Harold Dunning, probably
later ) 1d ; ' Rov i Chaffee. He is certain |

in the early
that none of
have occurred.
d area, which he cal

operty included ti site where the crash was said to 4
: t ) ' ’ n s the location of .this
uff parcels were

|
v, though they may have been leased for grazing

b

? purposes. He and hi friﬁuﬁg 'ullf’i(; A%ii“n pottery fragments and,arrow ¢
.j heads from the area, 5o he is familiar wit] t. He stated further that there
~ ]

1=, or at least was, blackened area on this
i si%e where the pottery Ffragments were most
consensus among his friends i

e about 10 feet by 10 feet
ily concentrated. The
. o S - 3 e erhh sy . ) gy St
s thls 1s where the pottery was baked.

{

|} = -‘thn asked whether there is a fence on the site, Knowlton said there is &n
E-J old fenced-in area near.wher he pottery fragments were found. There were a
B f? P?FJOf these fenced-in areas in the desert near Aztec, having been placed
here by the federal government. The government was attempting to determine
;&Mghe grasses of the area would grow when protected Ffrom grazing

D L
Y

B - .
ated that the E1 Paso 0il Company natural gas pipeline station
: owned by Chick Townsend. According to Knowlton, this was a
‘purchased from Dunning, which he, in turn, then sold to
es the sale to E1 Paso by Townsend took place in 1880. '
ik H & L . : - o

iy el 4 e LT AWYN e




thé feace supposedly ~'put up by the iadara -f
it from human trespassers is useless fer‘th!t,gﬂ

and Steinman out I r“hﬁ“ had wanted to d¢ S0, an
1 dig could have been conducted to locate buried crash-relsted
“and it is doubtful that the government would have known about 1t
Py loneg time. Logic dictates that the fence was there for s purpose
Ethan to keep out an tresg :rs, probably for the reason Knorplten
IgeThis factor removes part 1 y of nspiracy about the site
ﬁ«at Steéinman an has attemp! ‘ :

| '.
'i Bl May 1991 we ordere nap 1 ‘ ' N from ths San
Wan County Assesso: ; : vered
Che map is "Towns . .
eresh site is 4| ] o the
north is now ¢ E1 Paso Dil
Company nan ’ :
shown separate
listed as El
E land, seeming]
‘ map in Steinn
‘ Assessor’ f

‘ fact, most of ti
and a signi 3
Private lan
were orig 3 1
parcels could, by St12 ) ranch, as
characterized by St ' ! ny
such purpose.

We wrote the U.S Depal ) gem
\ Farmington Res rce Ares ] I see if it had any
information on the ownershij : y of ! f land slleged to be the
grash site. According to John Pl pS, : cser. in a lettes

? gated August 22, "There is 1 i of tl ; med by anyeone other
: Bhan the federal government.” Num : i ‘' ¢ parcels, an

L IEnd s currently leased for grazing by party not conr ted to the crash

i story.

r,. The land-ownership his ~h omewhat murky. Clearly,
g - someone needs to under rmal titl rch ' the and if he or she

t wants to clear this ma (The cost of such a search could not be

I tified for this investig: v * | ity of the crash’s
‘ " ‘pecurrence. The lowest t price for the titl ;carch was $300.) But from
C 8 sferred the land to

. C

P et is knopn so far, the claim that Harold Dunnin
It Re federal government during or soon after t I

S eertainly untrue. If the crash site land was

r rieval operation is
a ot ans
‘med and this appears to be the case, a shadow of

ferred as Steinman has
doubt is cast on the
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