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At ew Hexi~o - a c1ash story ree amined 

Y W • 1 i m E. 01,es and Rebecca D. M inshal 1 

~e na ional JFO eporter, Sept./Oct. 1991 

• 1·a E Jones and Rebecca D. Minshall are the authors of Bill Cooper and 
e ed fo More Research (1891). 

ncte. In 1950, i~ a best-sel_ing book tit l ed Be hind the Flying 
u rs e tertainment colu1 ~ist Frank Scully report ed that a sp a ceship had 

c ashe' on a rocky plateau east of Aztec, New Mexic o, and the U. S . Ai r Force 
re~ov red it and the bodies of its occupants, 16 sma ll humanlike beings 
dre sed ·n the 'style of 1890." Scully·s source fo r this remarkable ta le wa s 
a 'Dr. Gee," identified as a government scientist. A subsequent 
• ves igat:on by J.P . Cahn, a writer for True m gazine, found t ha t Sc ul l y's 
;nf rants were Leo A. GeBauer ("Dr. Gee") and Si las Newton , ve t e r an 
onfidence artists, and their saucer story was par t of an elaborate s win d le 

t cddle bogus oil-detection equipment to unsuspecting buyers. In the 
1 980s as ufologists turned their attention to a question they had lon g 
·gnored because of the Scully fiasco, some suggested that perhap s the Aztec 
case deserved another l ook. The result was a 625-page book, UFO Crash at 
Aztec, wri~ten by Will i am S . Steinman and Wend e lle C. St evens and published 
p ivately in 1987 . It s ti t le notwithst and ing, only a par t of the volume 
d a:~ :rectly wit h the event. Tha t s ec ti on is written by St e in man, with 
.tevens padding the re s t of t he boo k with other tales o~ crashes and 

r.spiracies. According t o S t e i nman, GeBauer and Newton were railroaded by 
an unscrupulous journalist and a sinis t er government agency "determined . 

set an example for anybody else who might dec id e t o divulge info r mation 
. and to divert public atte~tion comp l etely away from the sto ry of t he 

J a d sa Jer .... and litt l e bodies." Chapter 6 of the book cons i sts of 

w 

in an·s account of what he f ound when he went to Aztec to i nvestigate 
a:ly. In what follows, the autho rs t ake issue with St e in man· s ve r sion 

ve,ts. 

develo i ng s to y of the 1947 Roswell, Ne w Mexico, UFO crash it is 
t~a s me UFO investiga Lors should direct t hei r attention to other 

wl · ch r not so well documente and well known. We at MidOhio 
s ave been investigat ing the alleged crash of a flying 
e w Mexico, in 1948, the subje~t of a book by William S. 

d 11 C. Stevens, UFO Cr as h at Aztec. 

bout t he Aztec story. Given the cost 
diff t a 1948 New Mexico case from our 

·v l y roving or dis rovina it b had 1 
s e what 
f or unat u 

r hrough tele hone and let 1.~w••~ 
ad of Suz nne elt, 
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St in ma n wries a out al c e 
t c,n for " Ba ic C' i nc 

bcJk . ewton was invit 
is F Broman . The pu1 

w n a . se • • 
p, 
y· ng t o be 

t rger 1 d to be u~ ud . 
n o essentia wh t Steinman 
ewton did inf anon y • 

_ . so he said. e riidn • t wa'1t 
ctu~e ~aped an , s 

t r~ or vhe was n e 

m bout he era h d sauce· nconvir.ci ng as d"d 
e wl nded his lecture. Further, Newton fa~led to . iv up ~o 

tu 0 llow his st ry t0 b or·tiqued using the met hods being 
u~ t by Br~man. As a result of statements made later by Broma n abouts me 

s .~ts of the ectu e, Broma was reportedly threatened wi th a laws it by 
the • u+- .or of a book entitled About UFOs. The dispute was set tled out of 
cour~. Bec~use of criti-isms ir. The Denver Post and resulting pressures from 
wit in the university community, his memory of the event is no t pleasan t. 

teinman writes that Broman was contacted by a representati ve f t.e FBI or 
Army inte:ligenoe--B ofuan does not remember whioh--right afte r the l ecture. 
The caller reported"!y -1anted to know what he and others tho ught of t he 

ecture. 'hen we asked him about this on July 1, Broman confirmed the book" s 
account. he caller tried to reach him by te:::.ephone at his h me so.:in a ft e r 
~he 10 am. lecture. Sine Bromar. had to drop off his labcratory assistar.t 
e~ore he could g0 h,mn, .e missed the all. Bro ,an was call ed bac k a c ec ond 

•i e son a ter e arrived home. he caller did ask what Broman and othe s 
~houg1t about the lecture. Broman replied that he didn"t be :::.ieve t he~rash 
story and didn"t think many others did either . That seemed to s a t isfy the 

a l l :r 

~es~ i mony f rom Az.ec 

On age 2~6 Ste .:.nman :Hscusses " W. M. " who was a d ~pu t y sher iff in 1948 and 
who s upposedly le f t the Aztec area quic k l y, s ettling ir. Long Beach, 
Cal · ornia , on l y to return years lat e r after r etiremen t . A small ar ticle in 

h Apr · 28, 948. i ssue of t he Durango Herald, a Colorado ne ws paper, led 
c +einman to c oncl ude .M . had l ef + Az t ec in fe a r a fter being t hrea t ened 
be.~usA oP his kn owl edge of the UFO crash . The article repo1ted that W.M. ·s 

ar hit a cow on t he Gallup H.:.ghway as he was dri ring to Cali fornia . The 
a cc "dent knocked W. H.'s teeth ou t and demolished his vehicl e. "He bought 
ano t her car i:, Gal up and f .:.ni.:,hed the Lip, '' accord i ng " t he Herald. 

nn comm nt.;;, "' . Yi . must hav~ bee1 in an awful hurr y to get out of 
PV r. ~ he extent of b y i ng ano ther car a l on g t he road, and not even 

t :s tee t , . ! " H . ir t i ma te s ':.hat W. M. kt ew something about the 
nd goe- , "The article didn"t say whet he r W. M. left Aztec before or 

e UFO ~ras h. Did h see somet hing t ha t resulted i n his having to 
that time--~r id something happen nearby whil e he was gone that he 

me into kn wlerigP of whic h had the sam e ffect? . . Was he tol 
dy ~o mini l1is own business?" 

nman writes is "now deceased" is Wright G. McEwen. 
till alive, and lives in Aztec with his wife Te 

lPphone. McEwen was a deputy sheriff in Marc 1 

I 
\ 

I 



r.-a J .e·a-ve Aztec tom V P ~ 0 al'fo nia He "onfirm d .,hat he ,a:i tall\ed wi h 
✓, inoar. and knew the ger " I a 0·1 Jo ines f tht:! story. But bo+- , he a !:I his 

1 ·ff-' err.pliati<.,;'3.1 y deny tha v a flying sau er crashe~ ni;,ar. 1r any n, 
r.o~theas .. f ~ddP tha~ A~te wa- a sma.· +-lwn bL ~ in 
'9 8 r.d if h rr :i ve y n~ 111 town would 

tav ~~P he •rash .tory may have been 
c1 rte. i ' who .., he be: i ves was r.amej George Bower, he 

t a 

ly tru an~ ·ensct iona 1 stories for the lo_nl 
(O.,r. r i nves~igat rs o the ·tory ~eli v 

nuc I ub! :ci- d crash hoax u ... ei op.om t a 
"" e F:y ~ng <::3. Jce r. Irt pape.r pub"!.Lhed in M 'FO 

, Wil iam L !1 0 r .;.. ti t tlw 1;.;p.:.sod 
d of a U" r r Baur had done bus{n 

and t: i m y 1 a d r l 1 e i r th i r 

aper 
the 

1949 

s·on 

f Hart 
d a·d t.ie 

ma of a 
~n awa r , one way 
ret r .~ v 1 

1~1rned about MvEwen t:rough H rvey Me t or., who ad 
1970 or 10 7Z (S~e pages 204-~5 and pages 24 2 -4J.) 
Ew n MPlt r., n a~g1ai~tance of th 1r~. w ~ 1nt£redted 

f4-einma1 v:sit had become sonewha t 
story. She tli~ks t~at he was t oo w1llinJ 

v inm n writs that Me on ar.j h.:.~ wi . V.:.vian 
ab t + thEJ of t: e cr .. uh s.:.te "ram. a "myste_ i.)US • Ray Meie r 

ived ir. Azt i:i .;u 1 l 75. 'I'he Mel tons and a mun name>d Bt:: nson 
r portedly Meier to the site wnere le took pictures and 

d the are f ~n l ur. He ~tayed with the Meltors overnight 
accvrd.:.ng to Stei:iman, left by bus t.e next day. Their ~ttempts to 

him later at ar. Albuq1erque p~s .. vffi e box address he gave them were 
c0es~ful. T,1e MORA investiP,dturs also tried to reci~h Heier at this 

a dress; .. he. letter was r_turn_ci uncla1ir.t::,d. Meibr was nc,.., listed in the 
Alb~qJerqJe telephone re ords a~ of 0uly 1, 1891. 

r . McEwen tol 4 us that ~he and ht•r h1..sbe1n.::I a"'e interested in f lying 
~aJc rs and have ~n upen mid on the s1tje~t. When told about the moun ting 
evidence for th 1947 Roswell ,rash, she saij :rat she 0ould a ccept t hat if 

here was encugn Avid nee. But she is s·1re that no saucer crashed n ear Aztec 
i 1948; sh~ w~uld have heard about it. 

Ber son LeP-per s ill lives )11 • is fa m north of Aztec. He re member ed when a 
m~ name ~o town and asked him and the Meltons to take him ou t to the site. 
He cou ld not recall the man's name, even when told that t he name was Ray 
M i e r . Leeper di not go to the site, and he i s no t s ure whether or not 
v·vian Melt 0n wen•. H& recalled. however, tha t Harve y Me lton did go ou t with 
Me: ,r, t i1u1~gr hf di s-::, reluctan•ly because he was a l ittle bit a fraid of 
tt m& WhAn we askAd Leeper what kind cf man Meie r was. Leepe r·s telephone 
Ame'nor changed immediately. 'rtil t ha t po i n t he had acted a l ittle 

1nteres ed an:i bo ed He ~uickly ans wered wi t h a defini~ive, "I won't 
,'Y" W8 hen aske if Heier was "st r ange, " "ind he replied , "You could say 

t I e w u:d say r.o Lire or. the sub ject e ven when pressed . He urged us to 
Viviar., who is now l ivi ng some where in evada; Harvey has since 
la"mAd not ti knuw he A add r ss . saying that t he McEwens would 

t .h e ra l s o ry ~nd 3bout Ste inman. Leeper olaims 
, rri-i. n am to he con(;lusion t hat he knew something 

n • n d t hnt "tf'linman kept, g 1 s tioning him about "the 
h 1 i m to kno w no thing about. "I don· t even know •ltllSIW& 
, id. A f. r " he r~members, ,Jteinm n came to Azt 
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Melton sa..:.d. 
:-,.; .. , :. };,j~1 • .; '.1,:_ 1c•.L1-::L ... s, ~::.3..:.!Led Le W:!.s an 

.J, ~ -~ ~..J, r~ .... L - :t:i~· ,. :: 0

1'.: • Li i_Jro·.;,...: thr~ pojr:t.5 

.... y : : ::; , : ':l i > .::: t. '7 a ':. LE- 1:: 3. d -=- " a : c -:. c, ~- s p -= cu l 3.:. .:. v e 
·: . r: f - w "'. . •, • . -:':. •-~ mo. t L •· 1· - of - ,· a .:; l: p e o iJ le e, f A= t. e c 

~·tr:i.··l-~:·~ ;.::1.J1.I,_,1 L ,:l:-1d h:s c:onc:·-1..3ions. 

,,. ,- -. vr- 1- -,n :,er i.J·.1·e:1Ls t'.1aL lE' had been a science teacher, was 3 

t: 

v--:_,-· -.,:·ic1n, '3.::.:: ;.;3.3 i.,tere .-::Led i:: meLa~·,hysics. t\el;.on doesn · t know if he was 
._, ,., _ t· 1 ·,m • 1 !--'.·,r::··,:: Cor;.:,.:;, c::.:. cJaim2d t.y Steinmz,n. She found him 

• c,' - -~· " ~':-i :· -:::,~ :i.:•t. revL•,2,-;_ why;~<:! L,houg;·,t Lhe fly ing saucer can;e down on 
•j., ;:.1,1 ~ ,: :;;nc: i;1 ,:a.i('SLio:1. Tha t is ur;forlu1~3.le because Meier ' s claim thaL 
; ~ i :=- , '- "· -:: : ::; 3 ~, _c;; : t"' - i ? c: il -2 c, f L he keys Lo L he e :i t ire Aztec c rash s tor y as 
,. 
' 

:,,,,-.:.:. 1 -=- ir:~.:::rF-st in Aztec was obvie,usl y inflt.;ence c! by Frank Scully · s book 
w! i, !~ ,-J_-:-,J,: ;;it!·: the Az~r::c crush sto ry aft.er its alleged occurrence. In a 1 

~ 8 / '::l, :'-•7-~, l,:,tr.;::r to Pat's pa.rents, the original of which is in our 
[:, 0 --.: ,. .0 .- :- ) r , , X ,:- i ,, r s t a L i:;; ..:: , " I • 1 l lJ e ll e o. d i n g f o r D en v e r s ho r t 1 y an d h op e t o 
--- !L -, -:irtir::1,.: c,n D1·. G,-:-e which I read in [the] Spring of 1850 . " 

.. • ',lr -:-.~1r. r.:,la '•;:·, t!11-:: cr,:=;h :--:ite northeast of Aztec on Hart Can y on Road, about 
·, :::· ',.,- ,_:r:' ,·; 'J.S. R0,1t2 550. He cla ims t o have learn ed about the s i te 

~-.;;:·-. ~Ir-:. ~,c:J•,-,n during his trip t o Aztec i n 1~ 2 . He locates the site on 
-, 1 y ·f i1 ,;rJ11r•t.y sur v ey map t ha t he had obta i n ed from the San Juan County 

/, :, ~r;r,r-- on i,;(·. This mar is reproduced on page 245 of UFO Crash at Aztec. 
T, 1 i.-:: :0u:.h of the crash s i t e is property noted as being owned by Harry W.. 
'(, .:-1,: .J r,d :, :=: ma11er parce l owned by the El Paso Oil Company.,'Ea the ·,north ··of , 
u -, .. :::ire: i:-: a l:Hge r par c e l noted as being owned by ff. K.n,owli·o.n -1U1ct• .. ·8owla.nd ;- ·. ".'. 
ruJ:, . r1. r~hnffee. A few o th e r private ly ~wned -,.pa;cal:fl •at..,., ,;~0-1 • • -- •. •• ,':,>·"tf 

' . • • ' '• ... L '" ·- ~ 1• ' ' . .... .' I ula.-. :, . 



e 
nm,.n 
lo al 

per if 
h t 
h w 
ra 
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alled the McEw ns and inquired abolt v · vian M ,ton. hey r f rred us to 
daughter, Pat Melton, who currer.t1y lives in Azte Co tat d by t le h ne 

n July 3 she confirme some of w1at teinman wrot~ aboJt her par nts a~d 
dde ht she had me Meier when hew~ in Aztec. At fi st she was afraid 

of him, a. h fathe was, ut afte •alk"ng w·th lim ee or ou t · mes, 
g t l~ke him. She 1 c vonfirm~ t' at he ca e into Az ec by bus about 1 

einma say ·t wa une 197v. o the·r statement agree. 

Ml n takes~ s t i r.s to wtat Steinman wrote: Me· e r was 
u five days, j ~st ~ver · ght . Ac ording t her, Wri~ht McEwe n 
fat · e Mp "er tote s ite; he r mother and Bens n Le er 

nd ca" l to Mr . McE wen id not c nfirm he husba s 
p h nks her u~band went out •o t he site on ly wen 

wn) p M 1 on · s pa er.ts ha~ a is-an , not a 
n w if 1 i sa was used •o go o the site o i f 

r n ed by i, and wag us~d fort ' i s p rpo s e . He l ton add d 
s 1 ft Az•ec sometime after St inman·s v i s i ~ be caus e of her 

not because they haJ learr.ed someth i ng spec i a l about he 
rash s ory, as impl i ed by Steinman 

a 1 • ~P people wh n h was in Az ► ec, Me l t on sa~d. Some 
f vhe eopl he i n terviewed, in'lu g her arents, vlai ed e was an 

ss ve i1te rv· wer, putt · g wor1s int0 their mcuths to prov . th oints 
wan e h m o mak . '!'hey com ... a in d t .at he made ·• a lot of specu lat· ve 
ump ions" based upon v ry f .w fact . Th matt r-of fact peopl e of Aztec 

~id not ake kind y t St inman· a roach and hi_ conclu3 i ons . 

Meier to d M t on and hor parent~ that he had be n a science teac he r, was a 
vegetar~an, and wa s interested in meta. hysics. Mel on doesn · know if he was 

·rP.d rorn the M r ine Corps as claimed by Ste·nrnan . She fo und h·u 
Meir did n tr val why he thought the fling s auce r came down on 

P land i n uest:on. That. is unfortunate because M~ie r's cl im that 
h crash i t e i s one f the keys to the entire Aztec crash story as 
St inman 

• ere tin Aztec was ob v" ously inPluenced by F a n Scully · s ok 
w • ti the Aztec er sh sto1 y after i s al l eged oc currence . I n a 

1 t Pat's arents, the ori i a l of wh·c h ·s i ou 
, • I'lL be head ' ng for Denve r she r 1 ad hope t 
n D • G e w h i c h I • e ad in [ t he ] of 19 5 0 . ' 

nor hat of Az o Hart Ca yon Road, bou 
50 H claim to h ve a ned about the sit 
trip to Aztec ·n ~2 . He locates the si te on 

that he had obta·n ed fr m the San Jun oun 
is r prod uced on a e 245 of UFO r sh at Aztec. 

h wi t e i pro e ty no ed as bein owned by H rry W. 
l owned by he El Pao 0 ·1 Comp ny. To h no ·th of 

l not a bin owned by Know on nd owland 
l y wn re 1 ar hown on th m • as 
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, rom the 
h B transfer wa a 
but Steinman is n 

such a way as o 
carried it off s~cc-~ 
ransfer took e 

recovered, b t 
of his pa 1 
story. He ,,,eem.., 
attempt tot 

"H. 0 • • 
B f 

ing 

f 1 fa- er as ~eased and in Hart Car.yon, p s1bly 
fPderal gove rn ent back in tho e day;:,. He an ca .. le on 
00 ld no r e ember which lots wer leased. 

enry Knowl on confi med in a teleFhone co versation 
the person ~ho purchased land in H rt Canyon rom 
in the early 1950s. He later sold he land to Ro. 
t~at none of this roperty inoluded th sit 

d b 

have occurred. He is certain of this because h n w th 
area, 1-1hich he called a "bluff." A f r as he kno ~s, the 
nev r owned privately, though they may hav b e1 ~ d f 
purpos~s. He and his friends collected Indi n p tte y a 
h,ads from the area, so he is familiar with it. He tated urth r t h 
is, or at least was, a lackened area on this site bout 10 fe t 
i r size where the po tery fragment w r most he n ent at 
consensus among his fr:ends is this i wh r t r y w 

When a~ked whPthflr +: .ere is a en on th i w "d r 

t 
k 

is 
bly 

ert 1n 

w r 

ow 
t ti i:e 

lC fe t 
Th 

1 f n~ in a ~e a where he po tt ery .ragmen There w r a 
number of these fenced-in a reas · n the dese rt near Aztec, havin b n pla ed 
there by the federal gave nm en . The governmen wa_ attem 1n to determ·n 
how we l ~ t he grasses of the a rea would grow when po e~t d fxc gra ing 
cat:.tle. 

Knowlton sta tec tha t th e El Paso Oil Com a y natural ga~ , p l~ne t t:~ 
proper~y was ~n~e own ed b y h "(k T wns Ace rdi g ~ Kn~wlton, this wa 3 
art 0f the an~ he pu · hased from Dunni~g, which he, i~ turn, then sold to 

Townsend. He believes th, sale to El Paso by T0wnsend took place in 1960. 



+- h 
land 
story. 

'!'he land owner • 
someon., net"'ds t 
wants to clear 
just·fied fr 
occurren ... e. '.::'h 
what is known 
the federal go 
certainly untru . ~ 
claimed, and thi a 
ent·re sto y as he presents it 
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